
Daniel Gonzalez Brenes, 
Mary Lydecker
Somerville, MA, USA

The inner oval is transformed into a paved 
space for community events and gatherings.
Pathways through the berms and new 
crosswalks help pedestrians move through 
the Plaza.

Features
•   inner plaza paved, providing vehicle 
   access for festivals / greenmarket 
•   underground cisterns collect rainwater 
•   crosswalks link Flatbush and Eastern 
   Parkway directly to central Plaza
•   rental kiosk for recreational equipment 
   (bikes, sleds, skates, etc.)
•   greenmarket moves to central Plaza 
•   pathways across berms provide new vistas

Plaza Street
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Ashley Kelly 
Brooklyn, NY, USA

This scheme illustrates how natural systems 
can be woven through a highly developed 
urban landscape. A pedestrian network con-
nects cultural institutions with a gallery space 
intended to be a borough-wide civic anchor.

Features
•   Flatbush Ave. becomes 2-way north/south 
   auto route 
•   green fields close the gap between Plaza 
   and Park
•   stormwater collection and retention system
•   elevated boardwalk showcases Plaza 
   ecologies
•   block-long Storefront Gallery 
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Tsutomu Bessho 
Forest Hills, NY, USA

The berm edges are raised and connected to 
the raised edges of the center Plaza, creating 
semi-enclosed spaces. Paths on the berms 
and two pedestrian bridges connect surrounding 
neighborhoods with the central Plaza. 

Features
•   new pathways open berms to the public
•   elevated walkways enable pedestrian  
   movement between Plaza, berms and city
•   elevated viewing decks provide visitors 
   with views of Arch, Fountain, Prospect 
   Park and city

Raised Edges
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Dan Maxfield, James Biber, 
James Bowman 
Pentagram Architects 
New York, NY, USA

An elevated park spans the Plaza, connecting
it to the Park and bridging over existing 
traffic. The expanded Plaza cleans auto exhaust 
from vehicles passing below, collects/dis-
tributes rainwater for irrigation, and provides 
flexible social spaces. 

Features
•   existing traffic patterns roofed over 
•   large flexible public space incorporates 
   hydraulic floor system to enable multiple 
   uses—theater, skating rink, pool, etc.
•   existing trees are replanted on the plat-
   form and irrigated with filtered runoff
•   ring of chimneys clean air and are lit to 
   act as iconic elements
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SPLAT (Social Platform for Living, Arts, & Theater)



Babak Bryan, Jake LaChapelle
Brooklyn, NY, USA

A new transportation hub is created by 
submerging Flatbush Ave. and cutting the 
terrain to reveal the upper level of the 
subway below. Prospect Park expands into 
the spaces left above. 

Features
•   Flatbush Ave. submerged
•   transportation hub connects bus/subway 
   routes; subway tracks are exposed
•   Arch becomes formal Park entrance
•   pedestrian bridge spans Flatbush, 
   includes an annex reading room to the 
   adjacent Library
•   greenmarket moves to a new space 
   in west/center Plaza

Urban Island or: How I Learned to Stop Worrying 
and Love Flatbush Ave.
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Paul Quilligan 
Quilligan Architects
Dublin, IrelanD

Existing traffic patterns are roofed over at 
the height of the berms, creating a large, 
open pedestrian space. An aerial lift links 
the Plaza to tProspect Park and draws 
visitors.

Features
•   existing traffic patterns roofed over, 
   bridging gap between Plaza and Prospect 
   Park
•   aerial lift connects Plaza to the Park
•   café
•   two planted pergolas define the edges of 
   the center oval
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Winning back G.A.P.



1st Place Prize Winner (tie) Please Wake Me Up!

Guillaume Derrien and 
Gauthier le Romancer
Paris, France

Traffic is “squeezed” to the Plaza’s spine, 
allowing the berm areas to reconnect with 
surrounding residential neighborhoods. 
Safety is increased by replacing unpredict-
able traffic movement with regular inter-
sections. A generous, open, urban square 
bridges that gap between Park and Plaza, 
and offers a sense of tranquility and 
expansiveness. A market hall becomes the 
greenmarket’s year-round home. 

Features
•   Plaza is connected to Prospect Park via 
   large pedestrian mall
•   traffic circle becomes a square with 
   regular intersections
•   flexible open space for various activities
•   new building creates year-round home 
   for greenmarket
•   magnificent vistas to the park through 
   the arch from the pedestrian mall
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Anne-Sophie Coué, Christian 
Matteau, Stephane Mauget, 
Chrystelle Sanaa
acc&s²
Nantes, France

“Canopy” stands for a strategy of spanning 
different areas and uses with a connective 
or sheltering roof. Green ‘canopies’ or roof-
decks bridge over Flatbush Avenue, which 
becomes the main north/south vehicle route, 
freeing the west side of the Plaza for other 
uses. Canopy-shaped forms become community 
gardens at the west berm, and a canopy 
shaped pool surrounds the Bailey Fountain. 
This modern landscape brings natural beauty 
to the Plaza without mimicking the pastoral 
landscape of Prospect Park. 

Features
•   Flatbush Avenue becomes 2-way north/
   south auto route covered by elevated 
   parkland; all other traffic moves along 
   Plaza Streets East and West
•   paved surface closes gap between 
   Prospect Park and Arch and gives 
   permanent home to greenmarket and 
   other activities
•   berms opened and expanded for public 
   use
•   visitor center at subway entrance
•   community and experimental gardens
•   network of low-grade ramps and paths 
   link all areas
•   reserved area for taxis and bicycles

1st Place Prize Winner (tie) Canopy 
People’s Choice Award Winner
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Vincent Hertenberger 
and Andras Jambor
Paris, France

Grand Army Plaza is divided into five east/
west ‘stripes’, connecting communities on 
either side of the Plaza. Each stripe has a 
distinct appearance, plant community, and 
use. The Plaza’s center becomes a large, 
paved public space, with a pedestrian 
crosswalk, which repositions the Plaza as 
Prospect Park’s formal entry. 

Features
•   Flatbush Avenue becomes 2-way north/
   south auto route; all other traffic moves 
   along Plaza Streets East and West
•   ‘Field of Poles’ 18 feet high and illumi-
   nated with LED lights creates structure 
   for greenmarket; coverings can be 
   extended between poles for shelter
•   reflecting pool, open-air amphitheatre, 
   urban ‘fall forest’ 
•   kiosks for food, newspapers, bicycle rental

2nd Place Prize Winner Urban Stripes
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James Garrison, Brandt Graves, 
Michael King (Nelson/Nygaard), 
Simon Kristak, Vanessa Moon, 
Tim Peterson, Sal Tranchina, 
Aaron Tweedie, Darshin Van 
Parijs, Elliot White
Garrison Architects
Brooklyn, NY

A wide center Plaza is created by pushing
all traffic to a broad, tree-lined circular 
boulevard that replaces the berms. The 
expanded center becomes a platform for a 
range of community activities, much like 
Union Square or Bryant Park. An elevated 
pedestrian promenade circles the Plaza, 
provides views, and connects the Plaza’s 
many elements.

Features
•   berms removed
•   traffic pushed to Plaza’s edges, expanding 
   center oval
•   elevated pedestrian promenade
•   traffic calmed by making Eighth Avenue 
   and Prospect Park West 2-way
•   safety increased with T-intersections and 
   signals for both motorized traffic and 
   pedestrians/cyclists
•   system of bikeways 
•   cafés, greenmarket, playground
•   auditorium/performance space

3rd Place Prize Winner A Center for Brooklyn
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THE RE-
INVENTING
GRAND 
ARMY PLAZA
EXHIBITION



The exhibit was designed by the world-renowned firm Pentagram, 
who did both the architecture and the graphics. Their design 
was bold, elegant and eye-catching. It successfully drew visitors 
into the center of the Plaza like never before. 

Designing the Exhibit 

Pentagram’s renderings of the 
exhibit design (Pentagram)
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Building the Exhibit 

Built in 6 weeks and installed in just 2 days, this exhibit required 
multiple teams to produce—from the local fabrication house who 
constructed the cubes and the crane operator who lent his skills to
install them, to the Special Events office of Prospect Park who 
prepared and maintained the site, to the Pentagram and Design 
Trust staff who oversaw the installation. It was truly a magnificent 
effort from all involved. 

PHOTOS: Installing the Reinventing 
Grand Army Plaza exhibition, 
September 10-11, 2008 (Chris 
Kannen for the Design Trust 
for Public Space)
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Opening Day Celebration 

The exhibit opened to the public on Saturday, September 13th 
with a celebration in the center of the plaza featuring live music, 
food, guided exhibit tours, and opportunities to speak with com-
petition entrants about their visions for the plaza. The highlight 
of the afternoon was a free performance by Brooklyn’s own dance 
troupe, Streb Lab for Action Mechanics (S.L.A.M.) and a concert 
by the local Afro-pop band, Asiko. Sweet treats from Sweet Tooth 
of the Tiger, a renegade bake sale, were also available.

PHOTOS: Opening day festivities
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Press Conference & Awards Ceremony
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Joining the Design Trust's Executive Director, Deborah Marton, at 
the Press Conference and Award Ceremony were Michael Cairl, Vice 
Chair, Grand Army Plaza Coalition; Prospect Park Administrator 
Tupper Thomas; Council Member Letitia James; Liam Kavanagh, 
First Deputy Commissioner of the NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation; 
Bruce Schaller, Deputy Commissioner for Planning and Sustain-
ability, NYC Dept. of Transportation; and Marty Markowitz, Brooklyn 
Borough President.

Here are a few excerpts from the remarks made that day: 

“Today, we mark the fact that not only have the communities 
and talents in Brooklyn taken an interest in this flawed gem 
called Grand Army Plaza, but the world has stepped up and 
weighed in through the Reinventing Grand Army Plaza competition
sponsored by the Design Trust for Public Space in partnership 
with GAPCo. The concepts that we are unveiling this weekend
are a selection of those that were submitted. They offer 
exciting, fresh ideas. Each of them, in its own way, makes us 
ask, ‘What if.’”
Michael Cairl, Vice Chair, GAPCo 

“We welcome this competition as a terrific way to engage the 
public and community and generate new ideas that will create 
a vision of how GAP can serve as a world class entrance to 
Prospect Park and function for all modes—auto, truck, bike 
and pedestrian.”
Bruce Schaller, Deputy Commissioner for Planning and Sus-
tainability, NYC Dept. of Transportation

“We have the most beautiful entrance to a park in the world… 
It’s really fun to think about this space—which is beautiful 
already—but it doesn’t work as well as it could. DOT has done 
some great work to make it more accessible and they are 
going to be doing more. I think all of us would love to see a 
way that this is as great as the park that it attaches to. . . ”
Tupper Thomas, PROSPECT PARK ADMINISTRATOR

“I would also like to thank the Design Trust for 
Public Space for their innovative approach to 
community-based planning, and partnering with 
GAPCo to realize the plaza’s full potential as 
a world-class but uniquely Brooklyn icon. . . 
Congratulations to the designers for they have 
captured the majesty and grandeur of GAP, cap-
turing the essence and elements of Brooklyn and 
GAP. And those elements to me represent comm-
unity, culture, history, commerce, parkland, 
and yes, traffic. . .You have answered the question 
which is: ‘can’t we all get along?’ And clearly 
today the answer is ‘yes.’
Letitia James, COUNCIL MEMBER

“Let me thank all of my colleagues in government 
and the various agencies, applauding the efforts 
of some very creative people who want to make 
our beautiful GAP even more beautiful, more 
user-friendly, and safer for motorists, cyclists, 
and pedestrians. It’s truly one of the most beau-
tiful locations anywhere in this city and state. 
The Design Trust for Public Space, Deborah Marton 
and your colleagues, I salute you for organizing
this spirited competition, thank you, because 
government does the best it can but thank God 
we got folks like you that make us work better 
in collaboration with you, thank you.
Marty Markowitz, BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT
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TOP LEFT: Officials of the City 
of New York and others at the 
Reinventing Grand Army Plaza 
opening day press conference, 
September 12, 2008; From left 
to right: Robert Minsky, GAPCo 
member; Deborah Marton, Design 
Trust for Public Space; Rob 
Witherwax, Grand Army Plaza 
Coalition; Andrew Saunders, 
GAPCo member; Councilmem-
ber Letitia James, New York 
City Council; Scott Medbury, 
Brooklyn Botanic Garden; Bruce 
Schaller, NYC Department of 
Transporation; Tupper Thomas, 
Prospect Park Alliance; Marty 
Markowitz, Brooklyn Borough 
President; Michael Cairl, Grand 
Army Plaza Coalition; Ellen 
Salpeter, Heart of Brooklyn; 
Chris Hrones, NYC Dept. of 
Transportation; Liam Kavanagh, 
NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation.

bottom left: Guillaume Derrien 
and Gauthier le Romancer, 
in front of their award-winning 
scheme, “Please Wake Me Up!” 

top right: Stephane Mauget, 
Anne-Sophie Coué, Chrystelle 
Sanaa and Christian Matteau, 
in front of their award-winning 
scheme, “Canopy”

middle right: Vincent Herten-
berger and Andras Jambor, in 
front of their award-winning 
scheme, “Urban Stripes”

bottom right: Michael King 
(Nelson/Nygaard), Tim Peterson 
(Garrison Architects), Marty 
Markowitz (Brooklyn Borough 
President), Jim Garrison and 
Darshin Van Parijs (Garrison 
Architects) in front of the 
award-winning scheme, “A 
Center for Brooklyn”
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Design Trust Staff Blog
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Flickr
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 REINVENTING
 GRAND ARMY PLAZA

REINVENTING
 GRAND ARMY PLAZA

In the fall of 2008, the Design Trust for Public Space and the Grand 
Army Plaza Coalition mounted Reinventing Grand Army Plaza, a large-
scale exhibition in the center of Grand Army Plaza that showed 30 
visionary plans for the reinvention of this magnificent civic space. 
This unprecedented public exhibit illustrated how the Plaza could 
be redesigned to make it more usable, more amenable to public 
events, and safer for pedestrians, cyclists and motorists alike. This 
publication not only showcases the top 30 design schemes, but 
also provides a historical, physical and cultural context for the Plaza  
and recommends steps the community can take to achieve the goal 
of a new master plan and a comprehensive renovation.

November 2009
http://designtrust.org




