Plaza Street

DANIEL GONZALEZ BRENES,
MARY LYDECKER
SOMERVILLE, MA, USA

The inner oval is transformed into a paved
space for community events and gatherings.
Pathways through the berms and new
crosswalks help pedestrians move through
the Plaza.

Features
. inner plaza paved, providing vehicle

access for festivals / greenmarket

. underground cisterns collect rainwater

. crosswalks link Flatbush and Eastern
Parkway directly to central Plaza

. rental kiosk for recreational equipment
(bikes, sleds, skates, etc.)

. greenmarket moves to central Plaza

. pathways across berms provide new vistas




Prospect on Structure

ASHLEY KELLY

TRAFFIC PATTERNS AND SYETEMS
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Raised Edges

TSUTOMU BESSHO EAST-WEST SECTION
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SPLAT (Social Platform for Living, Arts, & Theater)

DAN MAXFIELD, JAMES BIBER,
JAMES BOWMAN

PENTAGRAM ARCHITECTS
NEW YORK, NY, USA

An elevated park spans the Plaza, connecting
it to the Park and bridging over existing
traffic. The expanded Plaza cleans auto exhaust
from vehicles passing below, collects/dis-
tributes rainwater for irrigation, and provides
flexible social spaces.

Features
. existing traffic patterns roofed over

. large flexible public space incorporates
hydraulic floor system to enable multiple
uses—theater, skating rink, pool, etc.

. existing trees are replanted on the plat-
form and irrigated with filtered runoff

- ring of chimneys clean air and are lit to
act as iconic elements



Urban Island or: How | Learned to Stop Worrying
and Love Flatbush Ave.

BABAK BRYAN, JAKE LACHAPELLE
BROOKLYN, NY, USA

A new transportation hub is created by
submerging Flatbush Ave. and cutting the
terrain to reveal the upper level of the
subway below. Prospect Park expands into
the spaces left above. s

Features
. Flatbush Ave. submerged

. transportation hub connects bus/subway PLAR PLl. were e
routes; subway tracks are exposed

- Arch becomes formal Park entrance

- pedestrian bridge spans Flatbush,
includes an annex reading room to the
adjacent Library

. greenmarket moves to a new space
in west/center Plaza
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Winning back G.A.P.

PAUL QUILLIGAN CROSS SECTION THROUGH PLAZA LOODRING HORTH

FPERSFECTIVE VIEW LOOKING NORTH
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1st Place Prize Winner (tie) Please Wake Me Up!

GUILLAUME DERRIEN AND
GAUTHIER LE ROMANCER
PARIS, FRANCE

Traffic is “squeezed” to the Plaza’s spine,
allowing the berm areas to reconnect with
surrounding residential neighborhoods.
Safety is increased by replacing unpredict-
able traffic movement with regular inter-
sections. A generous, open, urban square
bridges that gap between Park and Plaza,
and offers a sense of tranquility and
expansiveness. A market hall becomes the
greenmarket’s year-round home.

Features

* Plaza is connected to Prospect Park via
large pedestrian mall

* traffic circle becomes a square with
regular intersections

* flexible open space for various activities

* new building creates year-round home
for greenmarket

* magnificent vistas to the park through
the arch from the pedestrian mall







1st Place Prize Winner (tie) Canopy
People’s Choice Award Winner

ANNE-SOPHIE COUE, CHRISTIAN
MATTEAU, STEPHANE MAUGET,
CHRYSTELLE SANAA

ACC&S?

NANTES, FRANCE

“Canopy” stands for a strategy of spanning
different areas and uses with a connective

or sheltering roof. Green ‘canopies’ or roof-
decks bridge over Flatbush Avenue, which
becomes the main north/south vehicle route,
freeing the west side of the Plaza for other
uses. Canopy-shaped forms become community
gardens at the west berm, and a canopy
shaped pool surrounds the Bailey Fountain.
This modern landscape brings natural beauty
to the Plaza without mimicking the pastoral
landscape of Prospect Park.

Features

* Flatbush Avenue becomes 2-way north/
south auto route covered by elevated
parkland; all other traffic moves along
Plaza Streets East and West

* paved surface closes gap between
Prospect Park and Arch and gives
permanent home to greenmarket and
other activities

* berms opened and expanded for public
use

* visitor center at subway entrance

* community and experimental gardens

network of low-grade ramps and paths

link all areas

reserved area for taxis and bicycles







Znd Place Prize Winner Urban Stripes

VINCENT HERTENBERGER
AND ANDRAS JAMBOR
PARIS, FRANCE

Grand Army Plaza is divided into five east/
west ‘stripes’, connecting communities on
either side of the Plaza. Each stripe has a
distinct appearance, plant community, and
use. The Plaza’s center becomes a large,
paved public space, with a pedestrian
crosswalk, which repositions the Plaza as
Prospect Park’s formal entry.

Features

* Flatbush Avenue becomes 2-way north/
south auto route; all other traffic moves
along Plaza Streets East and West

* ‘Field of Poles’ 18 feet high and illumi-
nated with LED lights creates structure
for greenmarket; coverings can be
extended between poles for shelter

* reflecting pool, open-air amphitheatre, UREAN STRIFES | AZOHONETRIE BRETEHES
urban ‘fall forest’ = = :

* kiosks for food, newspapers, bicycle rental . = : i
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Jrd Place Prize Winner A Center for Brooklyn

JAMES GARRISON, BRANDT GRAVES,
MICHAEL KING (NELSON/NYGAARD),
SIMON KRISTAK, VANESSA MOON,
TIM PETERSON, SAL TRANCHINA,
AARON TWEEDIE, DARSHIN VAN
PARIJS, ELLIOT WHITE

GARRISON ARCHITECTS

BROOKLYN, NY

A wide center Plaza is created by pushing
all traffic to a broad, tree-lined circular
boulevard that replaces the berms. The
expanded center becomes a platform for a
range of community activities, much like
Union Square or Bryant Park. An elevated
pedestrian promenade circles the Plaza,
provides views, and connects the Plaza’s
many elements.

Features

* berms removed

* traffic pushed to Plaza’s edges, expanding
center oval

* elevated pedestrian promenade

* traffic calmed by making Eighth Avenue
and Prospect Park West 2-way

* safety increased with T-intersections and
signals for both motorized traffic and
pedestrians/cyclists

* system of bikeways

* cafés, greenmarket, playground

* auditorium/performance space
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THE RE-
INVENTING
GRAND
ARMY PLAZA




Designing the Exhibit

The exhibit was designed by the world-renowned firm Pentagram,
who did both the architecture and the graphics. Their design
was bold, elegant and eye-catching. It successfully drew visitors
into the center of the Plaza like never before.

Reinventing
crand Army Plaza

Pentagram's renderings of the
exhibit design (Pentagram)



Building the Exhihit

Built in 6 weeks and installed in just 2 days, this exhibit required
multiple teams to produce—from the local fabrication house who
constructed the cubes and the crane operator who lent his skills to
install them, to the Special Events office of Prospect Park who
prepared and maintained the site, to the Pentagram and Design
Trust staff who oversaw the installation. It was truly a magnificent
effort from all involved.

PHOTOS: Installing the Reinventing
Grand Army Plaza exhihition,
September 10-11, 2008 (Chris
Kannen for the Design Trust
for Public Space)







Opening Day Celebration

The exhibit opened to the public on Saturday, September 13th
with a celebration in the center of the plaza featuring live music,
food, guided exhibit tours, and opportunities to speak with com-
petition entrants about their visions for the plaza. The highlight
of the afternoon was a free performance by Brooklyn’'s own dance
troupe, Streb Lab for Action Mechanics (S.L.A.M.) and a concert
by the local Afro-pop band, Asiko. Sweet treats from Sweet Tooth
of the Tiger, a renegade bake sale, were also available.







Press Conference & Awards Ceremony

Joining the Design Trust's Executive Director, Deborah Marton, at
the Press Conference and Award Ceremony were Michael Cairl, Vice
Chair, Grand Army Plaza Coalition; Prospect Park Administrator
Tupper Thomas; Council Member Letitia James; Liam Kavanagh,
First Deputy Commissioner of the NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation;
Bruce Schaller, Deputy Commissioner for Planning and Sustain-
ability, NYC Dept. of Transportation; and Marty Markowitz, Brooklyn
Borough President.

Here are a few excerpts from the remarks made that day:

“TODAY, WE MARK THE FACT THAT NOT ONLY HAVE THE COMMUNITIES
AND TALENTS IN BROOKLYN TAKEN AN INTEREST IN THIS FLAWED GEM
CALLED GRAND ARMY PLAZA, BUT THE WORLD HAS STEPPED UP AND
WEIGHED IN THROUGH THE REINVENTING GRAND ARMY PLAZA COMPETITION
SPONSORED BY THE DESIGN TRUST FOR PUBLIC SPACE IN PARTNERSHIP
WITH GAPCO. THE CONCEPTS THAT WE ARE UNVEILING THIS WEEKEND
ARE A SELECTION OF THOSE THAT WERE SUBMITTED. THEY OFFER
EXCITING, FRESH IDEAS. EACH OF THEM, IN ITS OWN WAY, MAKES US
ASK, ‘WHAT IF."”

MICHAEL CAIRL, VICE CHAIR, GAPCO

“WE WELCOME THIS COMPETITION AS A TERRIFIC WAY TO ENGAGE THE
PUBLIC AND COMMUNITY AND GENERATE NEW IDEAS THAT WILL CREATE
A VISION OF HOW GAP CAN SERVE AS A WORLD CLASS ENTRANCE TO
PROSPECT PARK AND FUNCTION FOR ALL MODES—AUTO, TRUCK, BIKE
AND PEDESTRIAN.”

BRUCE SCHALLER, DEPUTY COMMISSIONER FOR PLANNING AND SUS-

TAINABILITY, NYC DEPT. OF TRANSPORTATION

“WE HAVE THE MOST BEAUTIFUL ENTRANCE TO A PARK IN THE WORLD...
IT'S REALLY FUN TO THINK ABOUT THIS SPACE—-WHICH IS BEAUTIFUL
ALREADY—BUT IT DOESN'T WORK AS WELL AS IT COULD. DOT HAS DONE
SOME GREAT WORK TO MAKE IT MORE ACCESSIBLE AND THEY ARE
GOING TO BE DOING MORE. | THINK ALL OF US WOULD LOVE TO SEE A
WAY THAT THIS IS AS GREAT AS THE PARK THAT IT ATTACHES TO..."
TUPPER THOMAS, PROSPECT PARK ADMINISTRATOR

“I WOULD ALSO LIKE TO THANK THE DESIGN TRUST FOR
PUBLIC SPACE FOR THEIR INNOVATIVE APPROACH TO
COMMUNITY-BASED PLANNING, AND PARTNERING WITH
GAPCO TO REALIZE THE PLAZA'S FULL POTENTIAL AS

A WORLD-CLASS BUT UNIQUELY BROOKLYN ICON...
CONGRATULATIONS TO THE DESIGNERS FOR THEY HAVE
CAPTURED THE MAJESTY AND GRANDEUR OF GAP, CAP-
TURING THE ESSENCE AND ELEMENTS OF BROOKLYN AND
GAP. AND THOSE ELEMENTS TO ME REPRESENT COMM-
UNITY, CULTURE, HISTORY, COMMERCE, PARKLAND,
AND YES, TRAFFIC...YOU HAVE ANSWERED THE QUESTION
WHICH IS: ‘CAN'T WE ALL GET ALONG?’ AND CLEARLY
TODAY THE ANSWER IS ‘YES.

LETITIA JAMES, COUNCIL MEMBER

“LET ME THANK ALL OF MY COLLEAGUES IN GOVERNMENT
AND THE VARIOUS AGENCIES, APPLAUDING THE EFFORTS
OF SOME VERY CREATIVE PEOPLE WHO WANT TO MAKE
OUR BEAUTIFUL GAP EVEN MORE BEAUTIFUL, MORE
USER-FRIENDLY, AND SAFER FOR MOTORISTS, CYCLISTS,
AND PEDESTRIANS. IT’S TRULY ONE OF THE MOST BEAU-
TIFUL LOCATIONS ANYWHERE IN THIS CITY AND STATE.
THE DESIGN TRUST FOR PUBLIC SPACE, DEBORAH MARTON
AND YOUR COLLEAGUES, | SALUTE YOU FOR ORGANIZING
THIS SPIRITED COMPETITION, THANK YOU, BECAUSE
GOVERNMENT DOES THE BEST IT CAN BUT THANK GOD
WE GOT FOLKS LIKE YOU THAT MAKE US WORK BETTER
IN COLLABORATION WITH YOU, THANK YOU.

MARTY MARKOWITZ, BROOKLYN BOROUGH PRESIDENT
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Canopy

ToP LEFT: Officials of the City
of New York and others at the
Reinventing Grand Army Plaza
opening day press conference,
September 12, 2008; From left
to right: Robert Minsky, GAPCo
member; Deborah Marton, Design
Trust for Public Space; Rob
Witherwax, Grand Army Plaza
Coalition; Andrew Saunders,
GAPCo member; Councilmem-
ber Letitia James, New York
City Council; Scott Medbury,
Brooklyn Botanic Garden; Bruce
Schaller, NYC Department of
Transporation; Tupper Thomas,
Prospect Park Alliance; Marty
Markowitz, Brooklyn Borough
President; Michael Cairl, Grand
Army Plaza Coalition; Ellen
Salpeter, Heart of Brooklyn;
Chris Hrones, NYC Dept. of
Transportation; Liam Kavanagh,
NYC Dept. of Parks & Recreation.

BOTTOM LEFT: Guillaume Derrien

and Gauthier le Romancer,

in front of their award-winning
scheme, “Please Wake Me Up!”

TOP RIGHT: Stephane Mauget,
Anne-Sophie Coué, Chrystelle
Sanaa and Christian Matteau,
in front of their award-winning
scheme, “Canopy”

MIDDLE RIGHT: Vincent Herten-
herger and Andras Jambor, in
front of their award-winning
scheme, “Urban Stripes”

BOTTOM RIGHT: Michael King
(Nelson/Nygaard), Tim Peterson
(Garrison Architects), Marty
Markowitz (Brooklyn Borough
President), Jim Garrison and
Darshin Van Parijs (Garrison
Architects) in front of the
award-winning scheme, “A
Center for Brooklyn”




Press Coverage

PRINT AND WEB

Bizbash

Sept. 10, 2008
http://www.bizbash.com/newyork/content/
editorial/e9956.php

Brooklyn!!
Summer 2008
http://www.brooklyn-usa.org

Fall 2008
http://www.brooklyn-usa.org

Brooklyn Daily Eagle

March 27, 2008
http://www.brooklyneagle.com/categories/
category.php?category_id=31&id=23197

Brooklyn Paper

Sept. 4, 2008
http://www.brooklynpaper.com/stories/
31/35/31_35_sp_grand_army.html

Sept. 11, 2008
http://www.brooklynpaper.com/stories/
31/36/31_36_sp_grand_army.html

Sept. 18, 2008
http://www.brooklynpaper.com/stories/
31/37/31_37_sp_grand_army.html

Oct. 10, 2008
http://www.brooklynpaper.com/stories/
31/40/31_40_sp_grand_army.html

Brownstoner

March 6, 2008
http://www.brownstoner.com/brownstoner/
archives/2008/03/competition_to.php

Sept. 12, 2008
http://www.brownstoner.com/brownstoner/
archives/2008/09/grand_army_plaz.php

Curbed

Sept. 12, 2008
http://curbed.com/archives/2008/09/12/
crazy_new_grand_army_plaza_ideas_
revealed.php

Gothamist

Sept. 12, 2008
http://gothamist.com/2008/09/12/
reinventing_grand_army_plaza.
php?gallery11995Pic=2

Gowanus Lounge

Sept. 16, 2008
http://www.gowanuslounge.com/2008/09/
16/reinventing-grand-army-plaza-exhibition-
up-winners-announced/

Landscape and Urbanism

October 2008
http://landscapeandurbanism.blogspot.com/
2008/10/mind-gap.html

The New York Times-City Section
(cover article)

August 31, 2008
http://www.nytimes.com/2008/08/31/ny
region/thecity/31disp.html

The New York Times—City Room

August 29, 2008
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.
com/2008/08/29/reinventing-grand-army-
plaza-giant-traffic-circle/

Sept. 12, 2008
http://cityroom.blogs.nytimes.com/2008/
09/12/imagining-grand-army-plaza-20/?hp

Streetsblog

February 2, 2008
http://www.streetsblog.org/2008/02/20/
ideas-competition-for-brooklyns-grandest-
plaza/

Sept.12, 2008
http://www.streetsblog.org/2008/09/12/
how-would-you-reinvent-grand-army-plaza/

Sept. 17, 2008
http://www.streetsblog.org/2008/09/17/
grand-army-plaza-reinvented/

RADIO

WNYC

Sept. 22, 2008
http://www.wnyc.org/news/articles/109846

The Leonard Lopate Show

February 6, 2008
http://www.wnyc.org/shows/lopate/episodes/
2008/02/06/segments/93099

October 9, 2008
http://www.wnyc.org/shows/lopate/episodes/
2008/10/09/segments/112000

TELEVISION, VIDEO AND IMAGES
Brooklyn Community Access Television
Sept. 22, 2008

Design Trust Staff Blog
http://designtrust.blogspot.com/

Flickr
http://www.flickr.com/photos/triborough/
sets/72157607295185321/
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Our Sponsors

This publication was made possible
through the generous support of:

il

BROOKLYM
COMMUNITY
FOUNDATION

C "
¢, & CITY OF NEW YORK
JURAL S

The Reinventing Grand Army Plaza Exhibit

was made possible by our generous sponsors:

Major Support

The Double R Foundation

Pentagram

SDS Procida

The A. Woodner Fund

Independence Community Foundation
Richter + Ratner

Additional Support

Streb Lab for Action Mechanics (S.L.A.M)
NYC Dept. of Cultural Affairs

New York State Council on the Arts (NYSCA)
Blue Sky Bakery

Brooklyn Borough President’s Office
Flatbush Food Co-op

Natural Heights

Santa Fe Grill

Special Thanks

Center for Urban Pedagogy (CUP)
NYC Department of Parks & Recreation
NYC Department of Transportation
Office of the Brooklyn Borough President
Pentagram
Architecture Team: James Biber,
Dan Maxfield, Michael Zweck-Bronner
Graphics Team: Michael Beirut, Michael
Gericke, Gillian DeSousa, Jennifer Rose,
Carolyn Thomas
Prospect Park Alliance
Tupper Thomas, Eugene Patron, Jasmine
Haynes, Lawrence Timberlake
SoCity / Jesse Raker
Streb Lab for Action Mechanics (S.L.A.M)
Sweet Tooth of the Tiger
Whatcould Web Design & Development

Reinventing Grand Army Plaza
Competition Jury
Jonathan Butler, Brownstoner.com
Elizabeth Meyer, University of Virginia,
Landscape Arch.
Benjamin Perez, Parsons Brinckerhoff
Milton Puryear, Brooklyn Greenway Initiative
Ellen Salpeter, Heart of Brooklyn
Elizabeth Streb, Streb Lab for Action Mechanics
Ken Smith, Ken Smith Landscape Architects
Alex Washburn, NYC Dept. of City Planning
CHAIR: Michael Van Valkenburgh,
MVV Associates

Design Trust Staff
Megan Canning, Deputy Director
Stephanie Elson, Director of Programs
Lawrence Horne, Director of Development
Chris Kannen, Production Assistant
Deborah Marton, Executive Director
Leslie McBeth, Program & Development
Associate

Design Trust for Public Space

Board of Directors

Alison Bauer
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